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son.* It was then held that the people were free to slay and
eat each other.1

In Yap, one of the Micronesian Islands of the Pacific, there
was a magician who professed to direct the motions of the sun
by pointing the ray of a sword-fish at it. It was believed that
in this way he could bring the sun down from heaven to earth,
or cause the sun to deviate from his path to the north, south,
east, or west by pointing with the ray to the direction in which
he wished the sun to go. He performed any of these feats at
the bidding of the chiefs.2

But the sun is not the only heavenly body which puny man
attempts to coerce by his magic. At an eclipse of the moon
the North Andaman Islanders attempt to frighten the lumi-
nary into showing her bright face again by lighting the end
of a bamboo arrow-shaft and shooting it in a bow in the direc-
tion of the moon. Or they take plumes of shredded Tetrathera
wood and blow them towards the moon.3

Once more primitive man seeks to control the wind by his
magic so that it may blow or be still at his bidding. Among
the Baganda of Central Africa when a new king was crowned
he sent to his paternal grandmother's clan for a new fetish,
Nantaba* The grandmother's relatives prepared a gourd
for the ceremony and also selected a tree of a special sort for
the fetish. When all was ready, four men were sent to the
place with a present of cowry-shells and a white goat from the
king. Bark cloths were spread round the tree to catch the
chips as it was cut down ; as soon as it was felled, the king's
grandmother hurried forward with the gourd, and, stooping
down at the stump, held the gourd on it, with its mouth to-
wards the quarter from which the wind came, so that the wind
blew into it, making a mournful sound. She then placed
some of the leaves of the tree in the neck of the gourd, and
quickly covered it, while all the people shouted for joy that
the wind had been captured. The gourd was stitched in a
piece of goat-skin, and decorated with cowry-shells and beads,
and called Nantaba. Thus adorned, the gourd was handed
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